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Introduction
Ethical theories are very crucial in the life of human beings since they help to differentiate actions that are morally right from those that are wrong.  Many scholars have put forward different ethical theories. Some of the theories include; the classical Utilitarianism proposed by Bentham and Mill, the Kantian ethical theory argued by Immanuel Kant, ethical egoism theory, and divine command theory. Moreover, St Thomas Aquinas argued that wrong and right could be differentiated using the natural law theory whereas Aristotle maintained that the virtues theory was the best. The Utilitarianism theory proposed by Bentham and Mill argues that an action is moral if it makes many people happy. Alternatively, an action is immoral if it leads to sadness to the greatest number of people.  This paper argues that the Utilitarianism theory is better than the other ethical theories since it promotes actions that maximize happiness and pleasure and discourages against actions that results to pain and sadness. 

Classical Utilitarianism 
The theory focuses on outcomes to differentiate an action that is morally right from that which is wrong.  The theory holds that an action is morally right if it is for the greater good (Baujard 7). When many people feel happy and derive more pleasure from an action then it is good. The theory is based on the costs and benefits of actions and thus can be used to justify certain actions like the use of force during war (Driver 3). On the other hand, it is argued in the theory that an action is immoral if it leads to pain and makes many people sad. 
Kant Duty defined morality
In this theory, it is argued that an action is moral if it falls within the confines of duty and wrong if it goes beyond the confines of duty.  Based on the arguments that are put forward in the theory, people are supposed to act based on the rules and regulations that govern their duties.  The rightfulness and wrongness of an action depend on the duty of each individual (Misselbrook 211). If an action fulfills the duty of an individual then it is morally right but when it fails to fulfill the duty of a person then it is wrong. Kant believed that there was a supreme principle of morality. The principle referred to as the Categorical Imperative determines what our moral duties are. Based on the Categorical Imperative, people should obey commands in the execution of their duties. Proponents of the theory argue that morality ought to be based on the categorical imperative since you cannot opt out of it or argue that it does not apply to you.
  Aristotle's Virtue Ethics
Aristotle's arguments on right and wrong were based on virtue ethics. Aristotle argued that for a better understanding of ethics, and then you had to understand the behavior of people. In each situation, Aristotle argued that moderation was key. Someone’s beliefs based on the arguments of Aristotle could be used to differentiate between right and wrong. In his definition, Aristotle argued that virtue was an average, or 'mean,' between excess and deficiency (Ainley 3). Essentially, it is argued in the theory that anything that is done with moderation is ethically right and that done without moderation is morally wrong.  In his arguments, Aristotle opined that Humans should enjoy existence and thus they should not be selfish. To enjoy, their existence, human beings should avoid pain and displeasure, but not expect a life that lacked some pain and displeasures. Human beings can find happiness and, therefore, be ethical if they strive to live a life of moderation.
4. The Divine Command Theory
In this theory, it is argued that an action is good if it is commanded by God. On the other hand, an action is wrong if it disobeys the commandments of God. In the theory, it is argued that morality depends on the commandments of God as it is clearly written in the Holy Scriptures. Human beings have the moral obligations to obey God’s commands Tate and William 237). The theory entails the claim that morality is based on the commands and therefore that which is morally right is what the commandments require.
Natural Law Theory 
St. Thomas Aquinas argued in the Natural law theory that morality and law are closely connected. In the theory, it is argued that human beings are defined by morality rather than authority.  Consequently, people are guided by nature to know what is right and wrong. Based on the theory right and wrong cannot be based on laws but rather their definition in different environments.  Based on this theory, ethical dilemmas can be solved by first acknowledging the basic belief that everyone has the right to live their life. The right of a person to life cannot be limited. The laws that have been formed in the society are mostly derived from natural ethics.
Ethical Egoism
The theory holds the nation that people should engage in acts that only furthers their interests. Based on this theory, human beings are not under any obligation to further the interests of others. If everyone pursue their interests then greater good can be easily achieved (Schmid 226).  People are their own judges and know what is best for them. People put in more effort when pursuing their own interests and are motivated to work harder which turns out to be a benefit for the greater society. 
3. 
Classical Utilitarianism is a well-reasoned out theory because it advocates for the greater good. Pleasure and happiness as it is well argued out in the theory promotes greater good. On the other hand sadness results to pain which does not promote greater good. An action can only be good if many people benefit from such action and few or none is negatively or feel sad about that action. Despite the fact that the theory is the most reasoned approached in differentiating actions that are morally wrong from those that are right, it has its limitations. Based on the arguments put forward in the theory, it is difficult to be so certain if the consequences of a certain action will result to greater good. Values such as justice and freedoms of people are not also well articulated in the theory. For instance, when a hospital has six people whose lives depend on receiving organ transplants, person a person who is healthy walks into the hospital, their organs can be harvested to save six people and violate the interests and the rights of one person. 


Kant duty defined morality is against actions that are outside the bounds of duty.  It is only morally right to make decisions based on the rules and regulations that are within the limits of your duty. Some actions which are governed by regulations and rules of duty can be wrong. A command to kill a person is wrong even though it may fall within the bounds of duty. 
Based Aristotle’s virtue ethics, an action can only be right if it is done with moderation. This can only happen in a social environment. Ethical behavior can only be realized based on the behavior of an individual in a social environment. Some actions can be executed in a non-social environment and thus it is not objective to only confine actions in a social environment.
God’s commands cannot be used to differentiate between right and wrong. For instance, Ethics can no longer depend on God if he commands certain actions. God cannot command an action as morally right or wrong. If God commands an action as right or wrong then he is only a recognizer of ethics rather than a foundation of morality.
In natural law ethics, it is difficult to solve ethical dilemmas in some complex situations. The idea that what is 'right' and what is 'wrong' is common to everyone around the society is sometimes complex. The idea cannot be applied and mostly fails to address complex ethical dilemmas. Different people can have divergent views on the same ethical issue.
Ethical egoism assumes that the wellbeing of the society is crucial. The general good of people who are within the society is what really matters. In the theory, it is argued that the pursue of self-interest is the only way through which greater good can be achieved.  If it could be proven that an action failed to promote the general good, then those who support the theory should stop advocating for it.
Conclusion
Despite the fact that different theories of ethics have been put forward to help in differentiating actions that are morally right from those that are morally wrong, ethical utilitarianism is the well-reasoned out. An action can only be morally right if it promotes greater good. When people are happy and derive pleasure from a certain action then that act is good. Greater good leads to a happy society. An action can only be good if many people benefit and few or none are affected negatively. Alternatively, an action is wrong if it makes the highest number of people sad. Sadness and pain in the society does not promote greater good. 




















Works Cited
Ainley, Kirsten. "Virtue ethics." (2017).
Baujard, Antoinette. "Utilitarianism and anti-utilitarianism." (2013).
Driver, Julia. "The history of utilitarianism." (2009).
Misselbrook, David. "Duty, Kant, and deontology." Br J Gen Pract 63.609 (2013): 211-211.
Schmid, Hans Bernhard. "Philosophical egoism: its nature and limitations." Economics & Philosophy 26.2 (2010): 217-240.
Tate, Margaret Watkins. "William J. Wainwright Religion and Morality." Religious Studies 42.2 (2006): 235-240.






























